Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.089; wR factor = 0.280; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
The title compound, C 22 H 26 N 2 O 3 , was synthesized by esterification of trans-rac-2-hexyl-1-oxo-3-(2-pyridyl)-1,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinoline-4-carboxylic acid in the presence of H 2 SO 4 in methanol. The dihedral angle between the benzene and pyridine rings is 84.46 (17) . The piperidine ring adopts a screw-boat conformation. In the crystal, inversion dimers linked by two C-HÁ Á ÁO bonds occur.
Related literature
For background on potential applications of this family of compounds and the synthesis, see: Kandinska et al. (2006 Kandinska et al. ( , 2007 . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For puckering parameters, see: Cremer & Pople (1975) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
The title compound was synthesized by esterification of trans-rac- 2-hexyl-1-oxo-3-(pyridin-2-yl)-1,2,3,4-tetrahy- droisoquinoline-4-carboxylic acid (3.81 g, 0.011 mol) (Kandinska et al., 2007) 
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their attached atoms, with C-H distances = 0.93 -0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) =1.2 or 1.5U eq (carrier atom). Atoms C19, C20 and C21 in the hexyl group appear to have unresolved disorder, so atom C21 was refined isotropically and the distances C19-C20 and C20-C21 were restrained by SHELXL DFIX instructions to a value of 1.530 Å (Allen et al., 1987) . Probably due to the poor crystal quality, the observed and calculated structure factors showed rather large disagreement. Hence, to improve the R factor, 81 reflections were suppressed in the refinement process. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 20% probability level. H atoms are represented by spheres of arbitrary radius. 
